
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 13th 2016 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

I hope this finds you well and that your son/daughter is continuing to progress in St. Louis as we head 
towards the midterm break.  A few points of information are detailed below. 
 

• School Requisites Fee €90:  I would like to thank all parents who have paid this school fee   If you 
have not already settled this bill, we would appreciate if you could do so.  Please remember that 
schools have suffered severe cuts in grants in recent years and our capitation grant has been 
severely cut.  It is difficult for schools to meet running costs as they have escalated so much.  Please 
make an effort to pay this fee so that we can continue to deliver for your son/daughter in St. Louis.  
If you are having difficulty paying it come in and see me and we will set up a budget plan.  This 
matter will be treated with the utmost privacy and confidentiality.   Thank you for your co-operation 
here 

 

• Punctuality:  Regrettably there is still a cohort of pupils who arrive late for school on a consistent 
basis.    I can understand a pupil being late on an odd occasion but day after day is unacceptable.  I 
am appealing to Parents to make the changes to their home life so that your son/daughter can 
arrive on time and not miss out on important learning opportunities in class.  Punctuality is a 
lifelong skill that needs to be nurtured during the Primary School years.  I am appealing to Parents 
to co-operate with us here so that this problem can be eradicated.  Thank you. 

 

• Inservice Language Day:  Our school and the Infant School will be closed on Thursday October 27th, 
2016 to facilitate Inservice Training for all Teachers in the New Primary Language Curriculum.  The 
Department of Education & Skills allocated this day to St. Louis so that both schools could close in 
tandem thus minimizing inconvenience to Parents with pupils in both schools. 
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Happy Halloween 
 

It’s late and we are sleepy 
The air is cold and still, 

Our jack-o-lantern grins at us 
Upon the window sill. 

We’re stuffed with cake and candy 
And we’ve had a lot of fun, 

But now it’s time to go to bed 
And dream of all we’ve done. 

We’ll dream of ghosts and goblins 
And of witches that we’ve seen, 

And we’ll dream of trick or treating 
On this Happy Halloween. 

 
 

               

 



• Rathmines Parish:  Last night Tuesday, October 12th, Rathmines Parish celebrated its 160th 
Anniversary with a Gala Concert in St. Marys Church organized by the Parish Pastoral Counsel. It was 
a wonderful night with performances from St. Louis Senior Choir, Cantairi Óga and the No. 1 Army 
Band.  Well done to our fabulous choir and thank you to all the Teachers who attended to supervise 
and help out on the night.  We wish our Parish many more years of success. 

 

• Cake Sale:  Instead of a Sponsored Walk this year, St. Louis Senior Primary School will hold a cake 
sale on Sunday 23rd October, 2015 between 11.00AM – 12.00PM (1 Hour only).  Last year the St. 
Louis pupils were surveyed on ideas for future fundraising events for the school, and a cake sale was 
one of the most popular items mentioned.  So I hope that all our pupils will put on their aprons over 
the next few days and bake some buns or tarts for the sale!  Every cent raised will be ploughed back 
into the school, to improve the provision of education resources and facilities in St. Louis.  Pupils 
may bring their cakes to the school hall from 10.30AM onwards on the Sunday.  Thank you to our 
Parents Association for all their work in organising this event.  Míle buíochas to our pupils and their 
families for supporting this very worthy venture. 

 

• Staffing:  We currently have 15 Class Teachers and 9 Special Education Team Teachers.  We also 
have 4 Special Needs Assistants.  We also have a full time secretary and caretaker. 

 

• St. Louis Senior Choir:  Practice is continuing at 8.15AM every Tuesday and Thursday morning.  
Thank you to Ms. Eaton and Ms. Feeney & Mr. Mooney for co-ordinating this.  Can I ask that those 
pupils taking part in the choir do not enter the school premises before 8.10AM.  This is for Health & 
Safety purposes.  The 8.10AM slot allows ample time for our pupils to walk to the hall and be ready 
to sing from 8.15AM on. 

 

• Swimming :  Classes have commenced   again this year.  5th & 6th classes have started their 10 week 
programme.    Swimming is part of the Aquatics Strand of the P.E. curriculum. 

  

• Gaelic Football:  We are hoping to organize a few challenge games for our Junior & Senior Football 
teams.Training for all and those competing on teams continues  on Tuesdays and Thursday in the 
Army Field.  Our thanks to Ms. Kilcommons, Mr. McGarrigle , Mr. Roche and Mr. Whelan for their 
fantastic voluntary effort in coaching the Gaelic Football Programme.  After the Halloween Break it’s 
hoped to run an Internal Gaelic Football League for 4th, 5th and 6th class pupils in the Army Field.  3rd 
Class pupils may also be asked to participate in skills and drills. 

 

• Rugby:  Coach K. Knaggs from the Leinster Academy is currently running a successful Tag Rugby 
course for 5th and 6th class pupils in the yard on Thursdays.  We are hoping to organize a Rugby Blitz 
for our 5th & 6th class pupils just after the Halloween Break.  More details to follow very soon. 

 

• Basketball:  Girls & Boys in 5th & 6th classes experience the thrills and spills of basketball on Tuesday 
evenings.  Lessons are provided by American students from Notre Dame College.  St. Louis SPS are 
very lucky to have this association with such capable athletes.  Our thanks to all parents who 
supervise these lessons. We have just upgraded our basketball equipment in the school with 4 new 
posts and backboards, with new rings and nets.  Happy days. 

 

• Bikes:  I have noticed that some of our pupils who cycle to school, are parking their bikes at the side 
of the school and then leaving the building at 2.30PM without their bike.  They are then returning 
after 4.00PM to collect their bike.  Pupils must take their bike with them once their school day ends 
at 2.30PM.  They should not be returning to the school after 3.30PM to collect their bikes as there is 
an insurance issue here.  The only exception to this is where the pupil is doing an after school 
activity in St. Louis, and where they effectively remain on the premises until 3.30PM.  Thank you for 
your co-operation in this matter. 

 

 



• Secondary Schools:  Parents, please remember to make arrangements for Secondary School places 
for your children as early as possible – even as early as the start of 4th class.  Places are often limited 
and it is best to have your child’s names down in a secondary school of your choice.  Also, if you did 
put your child’s name down when he/she was young please check again when they are in 6th class 
that this school still has a record of your expression of interest.  Parents must follow the enrolment 
procedures of St. Louis High School and other Secondary Schools.  Be advised that you must attend 
the necessary meetings.  It is important to have your child’s name down in a Secondary School 
before they enter 6th Class 

 

• Dublin City Marathon:  Our 2 Sixth Classes are currently participating in the Dublin City Youth 
Marathon Programme in order to improve their fitness levels.  They have been running short 
distances every day and this has been incrementally stepped up over the last few weeks.  Well done 
all on this great achievement. 

 

• Staff Meetings:  Our Staff have met on 3 occasions since late August.  As per the terms of the Croke 
Park Agreement, all meetings were held after school to eliminate disruption to the daily timetable in 
St. Louis SPS. 

 

DATES FOR YOU DIARY 
 

HALLOWEEN:  SCHOOL CLOSES ON FRIDAY 28th OCTOBER AT 2.30PM. SCHOOL WILL RE-OPEN ON 
MONDAY 7th NOVEMBER AT 8.50AM. 
 

Parent/Teacher Meetings:  will take place towards the end of November.  Parents will receive appointment 
times to meet their child’s teacher after the Mid Term Break.  If you have a particular concern regarding any 
aspect of your child’s progress and wish to meet your child’s teacher, you are welcome to do so.  Please 
contact Josie, our school secretary, and make a convenient appointment with the teacher concerned.  The 
co-operation of parents in making appointments is much appreciated.  As parents will understand, it is not 
possible on Health & Safety grounds for teachers to leave their classes unsupervised.   
 

Communion Preparation Masses  for 2016 will take place on the following dates:  Sunday 30th October, 
Sunday 20th November and Sunday 11th December at 11.00AM in Rathmines Church 
 

First Communion Ceremony – Sunday 7th May, 2017 at 11.00AM 
 

Confirmation Preparation for the Sacrament is ongoing in our school.  The schedule for the Enrolment 
Masses as part of the Confirmation programme will issue in due course, as will the date for Confirmation 
Day itself. 
 

WISHING ALL OUR PUPILS, TEACHERS AND PARENTS A SAFE AND RESTFUL MID-TERM BREAK.   
 

Oíche Shamhna Shona daoibh go léir 
 
Best Wishes           
______________________________________ 
Pádraic Carney - Principal 
 
 
 

 

 

Readathon:  Our pupils have been doing great 

reading over the last few weeks as part of our Readathon.    
Well done to them.  Thank you to Mr. Roche for organising 
this.  Can I ask that the sponsorship & card be sent back to 
the school as soon as possible.  All money raised will be 
used to buy extra books for our class libraries. 

 

                                  


